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28th Annual Jazz Fest
Summary: More than 900 visiting high school musicians will join UMM's internationally renowned jazzers and two
guest artists during the 28th annual Jazz Fest. Clinics and performances will also showcase the West Central All Stars
and UMM Alumni Jazz Band.
(March 20, 2006)-Flutist Nestor Torres and trombonist Reggie Watkins will join UMM's own internationally renowned
student jazz ensembles to headline the 28th Annual Jazz Fest, April 6-8 with public performances at 7:30 p.m. each
evening in Edson Auditorium at the University of Minnesota, Morris.
UMM's annual Jazz Fest brings together more than 900 visiting high school jazz musicians who will participate in the
three days of clinics and evening performances that will include at least 20 UMM jazz combos, the West Central All
Stars and the UMM Alumni Jazz Band. 
Jazz Fest is co-hosted by the UMM Jazz Ensembles and the Campus Activities Council Performing Arts Committee.
The UMM Bookstore will be open from 1-3 p.m. Saturday, April 8, during Jazz Fest.  
The guest artists
Born in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, Latin jazz flutist Nestor Torres took an early interest in music, following the lead of his
father, who played the piano and vibes. Torres started playing the drums at age five but became interested in the flute,
which he studied at age 12 at The Free Music School. Torres majored in music education at the Inter-American
University in Puerto Rico then moved to New York City with his family when he was 18. He studied classical and jazz
music at the Mannes School of Music, graduating in 1977. 
While studying at the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston and playing in New York clubs, he learned the
classical technique for playing the flute and experimented with Latin influences. Torres says his biggest influence is
Hubert Laws, the African-American musician who first fused together the disciplines of classical flute playing and
improvisation. 
In 1989, Torres signed a multi-album contract with Polygram Records and released his first album for Verve/Forecast, 
Morning Ride, in 1990. It climbed to the top of the contemporary jazz charts to become a Top Ten bestseller. Later that
year, he had an accident in a celebrity boat race in Miami, crushing his upper body and damaging his lungs. Then 34, he
began a long recovery process before releasing Dance of the Phoenix in August 1991. Torres' brilliant debut was an
exotic mix of styles that takes the listener through American, Brazilian, and Afro-Cuban jazz. In 1994, Torres recorded 
Burning Whispers for Sony Latin Jazz, a newly formed label albums like 1996's Talk to Me and 1999's Treasures of the
Heart followed. This Side of Paradise appeared in early 2001. In his latest CD, Sin Palabras (Without Words), he plays
the improvised melodies over a hip-hop beat. He has been a fixture on the music scene for more than two decades,
performing with jazz giants such as Herbie Hancock and Wayne Shorter, and Latin music icons Tito Puente and Gloria
Estefan. 
Born and raised in West Virginia, Reggie Watkins began playing the trombone when he was 16. He attended West
Virginia University starting in 1989 he majored in music performance with a jazz emphasis and played four years with
bandleader, Kevin Frieson. In 1995 he moved to Pittsburgh, where he still lives. He began playing with groups such as
the Roger Humphries Big Band, The Balcony Big Band, Orquesta Tropical and Dr. Zoot. He joined legendary trumpet
player and band leader, Maynard Ferguson, in 1999, and is currently musical director, trombonist, arranger, and
conductor of the Maynard Ferguson Big Bop Nouveau Band in which he has performed all over the world. 
He was selected as one of only 11 semi-finalists to perform at the prestigious 2003 Thelonious Monk Institute
International Jazz Trombone Competition in Washington, D.C. 
In 2004 Watkins released his first solo CD as bandleader, trombonist, composer, and producer, titled A-List. Most
recently he has been selected for the Maynard Ferguson Presents Series and can be heard on tour with Ferguson or
regionally with his own group The A-List Octet. 
About UMM Jazz
UMM has four Jazz Ensembles and numerous Jazz Combos. All of the Ensembles tour every year, including biennial
trips to New Orleans, La. UMM musicians have performed for many music conventions, including the MMEA
convention in Minneapolis and the NCMENC in Chicago. They have also performed at a variety of functions including
festivals, clinics, performing arts series, and various other private events. In July 1991, the UMM Jazz Ensemble was
one of the 25 big bands from around the world to perform at the 25th annual Montreux Jazz Festival in Montreux,
Switzerland. During Memorial Day Weekend 1992, they performed at Carnegie Hall with The Count Basie Orchestra,
and in 1994 they performed in The North Sea Jazz Festival at The Hague, Netherlands. In 1997, the ensembles made
return appearances at both Montreux and North Sea Jazz Festivals. They have performed at both the Montreux and
Vienne, France Jazz Festivals.
High school clinics
High school jazz musicians from Minnesota and South Dakota will participate in daytime clinics with the guest artists
according to the following schedule:
Thursday, April 6 
8:30 a.m.--Montevideo II
9 a.m.--Morris Junior High                	  
9:30 a.m.--Montevideo I
10 a.m.-Alexandria Middle School   
10:30 a.m.--Crusader Jazz
11 a.m.--Albany                                 
11:30 a.m.--Fergus Falls II
12 p.m.--Southwest Star
1 p.m.--Alexandria II                          
1:30 p.m.--Fergus Falls I
2 p.m.--Alexandria I                           
2:30 p.m.--Aberdeen, S.D. II
3 p.m.--McGregor                              
3:30 p.m.--Aberdeen, S.D. I
Friday, April 7 
9 a.m.--Minnewaska II                        
9:30 a.m.--Morris II
10 a.m.--Minnewaska I                       
10:30 a.m.--Morris I
11 a.m.--Osakis                                   
11:30 a.m.--Forest Lake
1 p.m.--Little Falls                              
1:30 p.m.--Elk River II
2 p.m.--White Bear Lake II               
2:30 p.m.--Elk River I
3 p.m.--White Bear Lake I                
3:30 p.m.--Pierz Healy
Saturday, April 8 
8:30 a.m.--Waconia   
9 a.m.--Brooklyn Center II                   
9:30 a.m.--Duluth Denfeld   
10 a.m.--Brooklyn Center I                    
10:30 a.m.--St. Paul Humboldt
11 a.m.--Clinton-Graceville-Beardsley   
11:30 a.m.--Sssizzlin Jazz
12 p.m.--UMM Alumni Jazz                   
12:30 p.m.--Mixed Image 
1 p.m.--Wadena-Deer Creek                    
1:30 p.m.--Sartell II
2 p.m.--Rockford                                     
2:30 p.m.--Sartell I
3 p.m.--Jazz.Combo                                 
3:30 p.m.--Bloomington Kennedy
For more information about Jazz Fest, call the Office of Student Activities, (320) 589-6080.
Through personal and academic discovery, the University of Minnesota, Morris provides opportunities for students to grow
intellectually, engage in community, experience environmental stewardship and celebrate diversity. A renewable and sustainable
educational experience, Morris prepares graduates for careers, for advanced degrees, for lifelong learning, for work world flexibility
in the future, and for global citizenship. Learn more about Morris at morris.umn.edu or call 888-866-3382.
